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Authentic Writing Assignment 

Journal Entries: 
Students will walk through stations of reenactments of three major events 
 1. Slave rebellion of 1791  
 2. Spain makes peace and transfers Santo Domingo to France July 1795 
 3. Massacre of remaining colonist’s begins- January 1804 
Students will write a journal entry as if it were the night of the major event. They 
should describe what they heard during the event, what they saw, what it smelled 
like, who they saw.  
Essential Question: Why do revolutions occur? What outcomes are there to 
revolutions?  
Bloom’s Taxonomy: This activity asks students to synthesis by thinking creatively 
and realistically of a diary entry that could have been produced by someone during 
that time.  
Multiple Intelligence: This activity addresses the verbal/linguistic learners as it 
requires individuals to interpret their thoughts through language and vocabulary. 
Common Core:  
Writing Standards Grade 5 
 - Text Types and Purposes 
  - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events  
  using effective technique, descriptive details and clear event   
  sequences 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Intriguing Preview Activity 

Understanding What a Dilemma Is: 
The Haitian slaves of this time went through harsh situations causing them to react 
in violent rebellions. Although their actions were violent they had good reason for 
this; they were fighting for their freedom. 
Students will write about a time in which they knew the rules but broke it for a good 
reason. As a class, the teacher can ask for some students to share their example as 
students will be more intrigued by hearing their classmate’s stories.  
An example I would give them is that if there were a fire drill and everyone was 
asked to be quiet but a student saw that another student was lost and screamed out 
loud for an adult.  
Essential Question: Why do revolutions occur? What outcomes are there to 
revolutions?  
Bloom’s Taxonomy: This activity requires students to think in level 3 of 
application. They are to relate to the situation through a personal experience.  
Multiple Intelligences: This activity will address the verbal/linguistic learners as 
they are asked to write a story.  
Common Core:  
Writing Standards Grade 5 
 - Range of Writing  
  - Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames  
  for a range of discipline- specific tasks, purposes and audiences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An Innovative Reading Note 

Cause and Effect: 
Students will use the timeline from the SmartBoard activity as a guiding measure of 
events. They will fill out the cause and effect chart worksheet to identify the events 
that happened before to cause the event on the timeline. More cause and effect 
boxes may be added for additional boxes. 

Essential Question: Why do revolutions occur? What outcomes are there to 
revolutions?  
Bloom’s Taxonomy: This activity will ask students to think through knowledge. 
They will be identifying the events, which cause the events on the timeline. 
Multiple Intelligence: This activity focuses mostly on the verbal/linguistic learners 
as it asks them to think in words after reading text.  
Common Core:  
Reading Standards Grade 5 
 - Key Ideas and Details 
  - Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more  
  individuals, events, ideas or concepts in a historical, scientific or  
  technical text based on specific information in the text.  
Writing Standards Grade 5 
 - Text Types and Purposes 
  - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view  
  with reasons and information. 
   - Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts  
   and details. 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 
A Processing Assignment 
 
 
Historical Eulogies: 
Students will have information on the life of French military figures. The processing 
assignment is to use their knowledge to write a eulogy honoring those figures. 
Students will be given the components to a eulogy and asked to create one for a 
figure of their choice. As a class this could be acted out to allow students to practice 
how to give a speech. 
 
Essential Question: How do people today view the Haitian Revolution of 1791? 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Students are asked to synthesis in this activity. They are being 
asked to create a eulogy, which requires them to think creatively.  
Multiple Intelligence: This activity addresses the verbal/linguistic learners, as they 
are required to write a speech using their understanding of language and 
vocabulary. This also addresses the interpersonal learners as they are asked to 
write a speech and give the speech in a way that will be interactive of their audience. 
They are asked to be comfortable with social situation in which all the attention will 
be on them.  
Common Core:  
Writing Standards Grade 5 
 - Text Types and Purposes 
  - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events  
  using effective technique, descriptive details and clear event   
  sequences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The following is information on writing a eulogy adapted from FuneralWise.   
 
Writing Eulogies - Include the H.A.M. 
Eulogies: Include the H.A.M. (Highlights, Attributes, and Memories) 
Deciding on what to use in a eulogy can be very difficult. After all, it is hard to do 
justice to a long, full life in just five or so minutes. To help you make the eulogy rich 
and complete, you might want to make sure you include the H.A.M. or highlights, 
attributes, and memories. 
Highlights 
Every life has ups and downs. However, one of the goals of the eulogy is to be 
uplifting. Therefore, it is important to concentrate more on the ups rather than the 
downs. These highlights include major accomplishments and significant events in 
the departed’s life. Accomplishments include such things as being recognized as 
“Teacher of the Year” or having built a business from the ground up. Significant 
events such as marriage and the birth of children are, of course, highlights. Citing the 
military service of the deceased could also be considered a highlight. 
Attributes 
Attributes are the parts of a person that make his or her character and personality. 
These answer the question, “What kind of person was the deceased?” If the 
deceased was a good mother, for example, you may include some examples of how 
she sacrificed for her children. Other attributes include being artistic, generous, 
colorful, humorous, or anything else that made the person unique in the hearts and 
minds of others. 
Memories 
This is the most personal aspect of the eulogy. Draw on your own experiences with 
the one being eulogized. Those are the ones that will come most from the heart. 
However, do not limit yourself to your own experiences. You should seek out others 
that were close to the departed and share with the audience those memories as well. 
Seek out the spouse, children and special friends. They will have unique and 
touching contributions to your speech. 
 
Source: http://www.funeralwise.com/plan/eulogy/ham 
 


	A Processing Assignment
	Historical Eulogies: Students will have information on the life of French military figures. The processing assignment is to use their knowledge to write a eulogy honoring those figures. Students will be given the components to a eulogy and asked to ...
	The following is information on writing a eulogy adapted from FuneralWise.
	Writing Eulogies - Include the H.A.M.
	Eulogies: Include the H.A.M. (Highlights, Attributes, and Memories)
	Highlights
	Attributes
	Memories



